March to Independence Timeline
1765

The year 1765 was a pivotal moment in the lead-up to the American Revolution, with the
British government's passage of the Stamp Act being the central event that sparked
widespread colonial unrest. Here’s a detailed timeline of consequential eventsin 1765,
focusing on the passage of the Stamp Act and the subsequent colonial response:

Key Events of 1765:

March 22: Stamp Act passed by British Parliament.

March 24: Quartering Act passed, imposing additional burdens on the colonies.

May 29: Virginia Resolves introduced by Patrick Henry.

June: Sons of Liberty formed in various colonies to resist the Stamp Act.

August 14: First major public protest in Boston, hanging of Andrew Oliver’s effigy.

October 7-25: Stamp Act Congress convenes in New York to coordinate colonial

resistance.

7. November 1: Stamp Act scheduled to take effect, but colonial resistance renders it
largely unenforceable.

8. Late 1765: Non-importation agreements spread as a form of economic resistance.

IR

March 22, 1765: Stamp Act Passed
This British law imposed a direct tax on the colonies, requiring that printed materials
carry a stamp indicating tax payment. It was the first direct tax levied on the
American colonies and sparked widespread dissent.
Key Figures: Prime Minister George Grenville (British official behind the tax), Patrick
Henry (led Virginia’s opposition), Samuel Adams and James Otis (prominent leaders
in Massachusetts).

March 24, 1765: Quartering Act Passed
Parliament passes the Quartering Act, which requires colonial assemblies to
provide housing, food, and supplies for British troops stationed in the colonies.
While not a direct tax, it imposes financial and logistical burdens on the colonies
and contributes to rising resentment.

The Quartering Act History
The Quartering Act of 1765 was passed on March 24, 1765, as part of a larger effort
by the British government to assert control over its American colonies following
the French and Indian War (1754-1763). The war had left Britain with significant
debt, and maintaining a standing army in North America to protect the colonies
from Native American attacks and potential French aggression was seen as
necessary. The British government believed the colonies should help bear the
financial burden of supporting this military presence.
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Key Provisions of the Quartering Act of 1765:

1. Colonial legislatures were required to provide barracks or public buildings for
housing British troops.

2. Ifadequate housing in barracks was not available, local inns, taverns, and even
private homes could be requisitioned to house soldiers.

3. Colonists were required to provide soldiers with food, firewood, bedding, and other
necessities.

Resistance to the Quartering Act
Colonial resistance to the Quartering Act was rooted in the belief that the British
government was violating their rights as English subjects. The Mutiny Act of
1689 had established that the housing of soldiers in private homes without the
owners’ consent was illegal in Britain, but the Quartering Act essentially imposed
such an obligation on the American colonies. Many colonists saw this as an affront
to their natural rights and property rights.
Quotes from American leaders reflect this anger and resistance:

¢« John Dickinson, in his widely circulated pamphlet, "Letters from a Farmer in
Pennsylvania" (1767-1768), argued that the Quartering Act was part of a larger
pattern of British overreach:

"We are taxed without our own consent, which is the essential criterion of slavery.
We are, therefore—I speak it with grief—I speak it with indignation—enslaved.”

¢ Samuel Adams, one of the leaders of the Sons of Liberty, criticized the act as a
violation of the colonists' fundamental rights. He wrote:

"The law itself, however unnecessary or excessive, had a tendency to raise in the
minds of the people a just indignation at such an invasion of their natural and
chartered rights.”

Implementation and Resistance in New York (1766-1767)
One of the most notable instances of resistance to the Quartering Act occurred
in New York City in 1766-1767. New York, as the headquarters of the British army in
North America, was particularly affected by the act, as large numbers of British
troops were stationed there.

¢ The New York Provincial Assembly refused to comply with the full terms of the
Quartering Act, arguing that the burden of housing British troops was too great. The
Assembly refused to provide certain supplies, such as salt, vinegar, and rum, which
they considered unnecessary luxuries for the soldiers.

e This defiance led to a confrontation with the British government. In retaliation,
Parliament passed the New York Restraining Act of 1767, which suspended the
legislative powers of the New York Assembly until it complied with the Quartering
Act. Under pressure, the New York Assembly eventually agreed to fund some
provisions for the troops, but the conflict left a lasting sense of resentment and
distrust toward British authority.

The Quartering Act of 1774 (Part of the Intolerable Acts)
In response to the growing unrest in the colonies, particularly following the Boston
Tea Party of 1773, the British Parliament passed a second, more
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punitive Quartering Act in June 1774. This act was part of the Intolerable Acts (also
called the Coercive Acts), which were intended to punish the colonies—particularly
Massachusetts—for their resistance.
Key Provisions of the Quartering Act of 1774:

¢ The new Quartering Act expanded the powers of royal governors to quarter soldiers
in private homes and other buildings without the consent of the owners.

¢ If no suitable public buildings or barracks were available, royal governors could
mandate that private homes be used to house British troops, although this clause
was rarely enforced in practice.
The Quartering Act of 1774 further inflamed colonial opposition, particularly in
Massachusetts, where tensions between colonists and British troops were already
running high after events like the Boston Massacre (1770).
Narrative Examples of Resistance

1. Boston and the Intolerable Acts (1774):

o Boston had been a center of colonial resistance to British policies, and the
Quartering Act of 1774 only increased tensions. Following the Boston Tea
Party in December 1773, Parliament passed the Intolerable Acts, of which
the Quartering Act was a part. These laws were seen as punitive measures
aimed at crushing resistance in Massachusetts.

o InBoston, the Quartering Act added to the existing anger over the Boston
Port Act, which closed the harbor until the East India Company was
compensated for the destroyed tea. The presence of British soldiers in
Boston, quartered in homes and public buildings, contributed to the
atmosphere of hostility that eventually erupted into the American
Revolution.

o Example of Resistance: In the summer of 1774, colonists in Boston refused
to comply with the order to provide housing for British soldiers. Many families
hid their provisions and refused to cooperate, and local leaders like Samuel
Adams and John Hancock called for boycotts and civil disobedience. The
Quartering Act’s imposition on Boston was seen as part of Britain’s broader
campaign to suppress colonial liberties.

2. Lexington and Concord (1775):

o By 1775, the quartering of British troops had become a significant issue in
Massachusetts, where tensions were at a breaking point. The deployment of
British troops in and around Boston led to increasing clashes with colonial
militias. In April 1775, the Quartering Act and the presence of British troops
played a direct role in the events that led to the Battles of Lexington and
Concord, the first military engagements of the American Revolution.

o Resistance through Armed Rebellion: As British soldiers moved to seize
colonial military supplies stored in Concord, local militias, many of them
influenced by years of frustration over quartering and other British actions,
confronted the troops. The ensuing battle marked the beginning of open
armed conflict between the colonies and Britain.
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3. Philadelphia and Civil Disobedience (1774-1775):

o InPhiladelphia, the Quartering Act of 1774 also led to local resistance.
Though the act technically allowed the quartering of troops in private homes,
residents of Philadelphia refused to comply with orders to house British
soldiers. Rather than face forced quartering, some citizens evacuated their
homes or moved supplies to hidden locations. The First Continental
Congress, meeting in Philadelphia in 1774, condemned the Quartering Act
as one of the intolerable grievances faced by the colonies.

Broader Colonial Response to the Quartering Act
The Quartering Act was widely viewed as a violation of the basic rights of property
and privacy, both of which were cherished by the American colonists. The act was
seen as part of a broader British campaign to exert control over the colonies without
their consent. This perception helped unify the colonies in their opposition to British
policies and contributed to the convening of the First Continental
Congress in 1774. One of the Congress's actions was to send a petition to King
George lll, listing the grievances caused by acts like the Quartering Act and
demanding their repeal.
Thomas Jefferson, in the Declaration of Independence (1776), included the
Quartering Act among the long list of grievances against King George lll, writing:
"For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us."
This line reflects the colonists' deep resentment toward the presence of British
soldiers in their homes and communities.

Legacy and Impact
The Quartering Act had a lasting impact on the development of American law and
attitudes toward individual rights. After the American Revolution, the framers of
the U.S. Constitution included a direct response to the Quartering Act in the Third
Amendment to the Bill of Rights:

"No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the

Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law."
This amendment was intended to protect American citizens from the kind of
government overreach embodied by the Quartering Act, ensuring that their homes
would never again be used for the forced housing of soldiers without their
permission.

May 29, 1765: Virginia Resolves Introduced
Patrick Henry, a young lawyer and member of the Virginia House of Burgesses,
introduces the Virginia Resolves, a series of resolutions that challenge the legality
of the Stamp Act.
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Key Points: Declares that only the colonial assemblies have the right to tax the
colonies. Asserts that colonists are entitled to the same rights as British subjects in
England, including consent to taxation through representation.

Impact: Although the more radical resolves were not formally adopted by the House
of Burgesses, the printed versions, especially those claiming only Virginia could tax
Virginians, spread throughout the colonies, fueling resistance to the Stamp Act.

The Virginia Resolves were a series of resolutions passed by the Virginia House of
Burgesses in May 1765 in response to the Stamp Act, a direct tax imposed by the British
Parliament on the American colonies. Authored by Patrick Henry, these resolutions
articulated the colonial opposition to the Stamp Act and asserted the rights of Virginians as
British subjects, particularly emphasizing the idea of "no taxation without representation."
The Virginia Resolves were a foundational moment in the American colonies' resistance to
British authority and helped set the stage for the broader revolutionary movement.

Background of the Virginia Resolves

The Stamp Act of 1765 required that many printed materials in the colonies—such

as newspapers, legal documents, and even playing cards—be produced on

stamped paper produced in London, carrying an embossed revenue stamp. This

was the first direct tax levied by Parliament specifically on the American colonies,

and it caused widespread outrage.

Patrick Henry, a fiery young lawyer and member of the Virginia House of Burgesses,

introduced a set of resolutions in response to the Stamp Act. He argued that the tax

was illegal because it had been imposed without the consent of the colonial

legislatures, which represented the American people.

The Virginia Resolves

The Virginia Resolves consisted of five resolutions that were adopted by the House

of Burgesses, with two additional resolutions introduced by Henry that were

deemed too radical and were rejected. Here is a breakdown of the key points of the

adopted resolves, including quotes from the text:

1. First Resolve: Asserts that the colonists have the same rights as all British subjects.

o "Resolved, That the first adventurers and settlers of this His Majesty’s colony
and dominion brought with them, and transmitted to their posterity, and all
other His Majesty’s subjects since inhabiting in this His Majesty’s said
colony, all the liberties, privileges, and immunities that have at any time been
held, enjoyed, and possessed by the people of Great Britain."

This resolve declares that Virginians, as British subjects, are entitled to the same
rights and liberties as citizens living in Britain.

2. Second Resolve: Reinforces the long-standing principle that taxation must be by
the people’s representatives.

o "Resolved, That by two royal charters, granted by King James the First, the
colonists aforesaid are declared entitled to all the liberties, privileges, and
immunities of denizens and natural subjects, to all intents and purposes, as
if they had been abiding and born within the realm of England."
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This resolve highlights the importance of colonial charters, which guaranteed that
colonists would enjoy the same rights as those living in England.
3. Third Resolve: Emphasizes that no taxation without representationis a
fundamental British principle.

o "Resolved, That the taxation of the people by themselves, or by persons
chosen by themselves to represent them, who can only know what taxes the
people are able to bear, or the easiest method of raising them, and are
equally affected by such taxes themselves, is the distinguishing
characteristic of British freedom, and without which the ancient constitution
cannot subsist."

This central principle became the rallying cry of the colonies: "no taxation without
representation." It asserts that taxes imposed by a distant Parliament, without the
consent of colonial representatives, were unconstitutional.

4. Fourth Resolve: Asserts that Virginians have always been governed by laws passed
by their own legislature.

o "Resolved, That His Majesty’s liege people, the inhabitants of this colony, are
not bound to yield obedience to any law or ordinance whatsoever, designed
to impose any taxation whatsoever upon them, other than the laws or
ordinances of the General Assembly aforesaid."

This resolution emphasizes the colonial belief that only the Virginia General
Assembly has the right to tax Virginians, rejecting the authority of the British
Parliament to impose taxes directly on the colony.

5. Fifth Resolve: Warns of the dangers to freedom posed by the Stamp Act.

o "Resolved, That any person who shall, by speaking or writing, assert or
maintain that any person or persons, other than the General Assembly of this
colony, have any right or power to impose or lay any taxation on the people
here, shall be deemed an enemy to this His Majesty’s colony."

This last adopted resolve declares that anyone who supports the right of Parliament
to tax Virginians without their consent is an "enemy" of the colony, underscoring the
serious opposition to external taxation.
Controversial Additional Resolutions
Two additional resolves were introduced by Patrick Henry, but these were not
adopted by the House of Burgesses due to their radical nature. These more extreme
resolutions suggested that Virginians were no longer bound by any laws passed by
Parliament and hinted at the possibility of resisting British authority by force if
necessary.
One of the most famous moments of the debate over the Virginia Resolves occurred
when Patrick Henry, responding to critics who suggested his actions were
treasonous, famously declared:

"If this be treason, make the most of it!"
This bold statement captured the spirit of defiance that Henry and other colonial
leaders were beginning to express openly.
Significance of the Virginia Resolves
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The Virginia Resolves were widely circulated throughout the colonies, thanks to the
colonial press. Newspapers in other colonies picked up the resolves and published
them, often including the more radical, rejected resolutions as well. This helped
spread the idea that resistance to the Stamp Act was justified and that taxation
without representation was a violation of the colonists' rights as British subjects.
Inspiring Other Colonies: The Virginia Resolves inspired other colonies to take
similar actions. The Massachusetts Assembly soon called for a Stamp Act
Congress, which convened in October 1765 and brought together representatives
from nine colonies to petition against the Stamp Act.

Unity in Resistance: The resolves helped foster a sense of unity among the colonies
in their resistance to British policies, laying the groundwork for broader cooperation
and eventually the American Revolution.

Defining Colonial Rights: The Virginia Resolves articulated the principles that
would guide the American colonial resistance: that the colonists were entitled to the
same rights as British citizens, that taxation could only be imposed with their
consent, and that external taxation by Parliament was illegitimate.

Conclusion

The Virginia Resolves of 1765 were a bold and articulate expression of colonial
opposition to the Stamp Act and the principle of taxation without representation.
Authored by Patrick Henry and passed by the Virginia House of Burgesses, they
played a key role in uniting the colonies against British taxation policies and helped
ignite the revolutionary spirit that would ultimately lead to American independence.
The language of the resolves, especially their emphasis on constitutional rights,
would continue to influence the discourse surrounding American liberty throughout
the revolutionary period.
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Article from the Massachusetts Gazette

By several Vessels from Charlestown, South Carolina arrived at Newport, we learn, That
there was an Exhibition in that Place on the 18th ult. in Token of a general Detestation of the
Stamp-Act, &c. A Gallows was erected, on which the Effigies of a Stamp man, the Devil,
and the Head of Lord B--, in a Boot, were suspended.
On the Gallows these Words were affixed; "Liberty, and no Stamp-Act." The Stamp-man
hung in the Center, with this Advertisement on his Breast: Stamp Paper sold here for ready
Money only." On his Back, "He who dare pull this down, had better have a Mill-Stone tied
about his Neck, and cast into the Sea." At the Back of the Stamp- man was placed the
Devil, with this Label in his Hand, "Push on, S--y, ruin your Country, for Money
is your Motive.!' Lord B--e's Head in a Boot graced the Front, with these Words round the
Neck, "Be- hold, my Countrymen, the just Reward of a bad Minister."
--The Effigies were exhibted on the Gallows the whole Day, to the great Pleasure of the
Inhabintats in general, then taken down and carted throughout the Street, until they came
to the St--p m-n's Door, (where they supposed the Stamped Paper was lodged)
broke his Windows, then proceeded to the Suburbs of the Town, and consumed the
Effigies, amidst the Acclamations of a large Concourse of People.
George Saxby, Esq; the South-Carolina Stamp- Distributor, has resigned that Office.
At the late Exhibition of a Stamp man's Effigies at Halifax, were the following Labels:
On the Stamp-man's Breast, was affixed his Confession, viz.
Behold me hanging on this cursed Tree,
Example to those who would Stamp men be.
It was for the Sake of Gain | took this Place;
The more the Shame, O pity my sad Case.
B--e was the Auther of this cursed Act,
And what | say, you may depend is Fact.
But alas! the Devil is too sly;
Instead of Gain has left me here to die.
Whosoever carries this away is an Enemy to his
Country.
What greater Glory can this Country see
Than a Stamp-master hanging on a Tree.
On one Pocket the following. B--e's Speech:
O mourn with me my poor and wretched State
I now repent ; but alas ! too late.
America | sought to overthrow,
By stamping them to Death, you all must know,
But Pitt o'erthrew my Schemes, did me confound,
And brought my favourite Stamp-Act to the Ground.
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June 1765: Sons of Liberty Form
June 1765: The Sons of Liberty, an underground organization of patriots, begin to
form in cities like Boston and New York to oppose the Stamp Act. This group, led by
figures like Samuel Adams in Massachusetts, organizes protests, disseminates
propaganda, and fosters unity among the colonies.

The Sons of Liberty were a secret, revolutionary organization founded in the American
colonies in the mid-1760s to oppose British policies, particularly the Stamp Act of 1765.
They played a significant role in mobilizing colonial resistance to British taxation and laws,
often employing direct action and propaganda to challenge British authority. The Sons of
Liberty are remembered for their bold and sometimes violent protests, which included acts
like the Boston Tea Party and public demonstrations that set the stage for the American
Revolution.

Origins and Formation

The Sons of Liberty first formed in response to the Stamp Act, a direct tax imposed by the
British Parliament that required stamped paper for legal documents, newspapers, and
other publications in the colonies. This was the first internal tax levied directly on the
colonies, bypassing their own legislatures, and it sparked widespread outrage. The

slogan "no taxation without representation" captured the colonists' core grievance: that
they were being taxed by a government in which they had no elected representatives.

The Sons of Liberty initially emerged in Boston in August 1765, under the leadership of men
like Samuel Adams, John Hancock, Paul Revere, and James Otis Jr., and quickly spread
to other major cities, including New York, Philadelphia, and Charleston. The organization
was made up of merchants, tradesmen, and common citizens who were united by their
opposition to British taxation policies.

Structure and Secrecy

The Sons of Liberty had no formal structure or centralized leadership; they operated as
loosely affiliated groups across the colonies, using secretive methods to organize their
protests and actions. Membership was often kept secret, and they used code names to
protect their identities from British authorities.

Significant Activities of the Sons of Liberty

The Sons of Liberty were known for their bold, often confrontational activities. Here are
some of their most significant actions:

1. Protests Against the Stamp Act (1765)
The Stamp Act was the catalyst for the formation of the Sons of Liberty, and they organized
some of the most notable protests against it. Their tactics included intimidation of British
officials, public demonstrations, and even acts of violence.
« Effigies and Public Protests: One of the first major protests occurred
in Boston on August 14, 1765, when the Sons of Liberty hung an effigy of Andrew
Oliver, the designated Stamp Act distributor for Massachusetts, in a tree
on Newbury Street, later known as the Liberty Tree. That night, a mob, led by the
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Sons, destroyed Oliver’s home and office. This tactic of hanging effigies and
threatening tax collectors spread throughout the colonies.

« Tar and Feathering: In some cases, the Sons of Liberty resorted to extreme
measures to intimidate British officials and tax collectors. They would use the
practice of tar and feathering as a public humiliation and physical punishment for
those who attempted to enforce British tax laws.

e Boycotts and Economic Pressure: The Sons of Liberty also organized non-
importation agreements, convincing merchants and colonists to boycott British
goods as a form of economic protest. These boycotts were highly effective in
pressuring British merchants to lobby Parliament to repeal the Stamp Act.

e Stamp Act Congress (1765): While the Sons of Liberty were more known for their
direct actions, they also supported political efforts, such as the convening of
the Stamp Act Congress in October 1765, where representatives from nine
colonies gathered to petition the British government to repeal the Stamp Act.

The pressure applied by the Sons of Liberty and their allies, both through direct action and
economic boycotts, contributed to the eventual repeal of the Stamp Act in March 1766.

2. Response to the Townshend Acts (1767-1770)

The Townshend Acts imposed duties on a range of imported goods, including paper, glass,
tea, and lead, in order to raise revenue for the British government. The Sons of Liberty saw
this as another form of unjust taxation and rallied against it.

e Non-Importation Agreements: Once again, the Sons of Liberty organized
widespread boycotts of British goods, pressuring local merchants not to import
items taxed under the Townshend Acts. These efforts were largely successful in
hurting British trade and contributed to the eventual repeal of the Townshend duties
in 1770 (with the exception of the tax on tea).

o Customs Official Seizures: In 1768, British customs officials seized John
Hancock's ship, the Liberty, in Boston for alleged violations of trade regulations.
This sparked violent protests by the Sons of Liberty, who forced customs officials to
flee Boston. The British government responded by sending troops to Boston, which
would eventually lead to heightened tensions between the colonists and British
authorities.

3. The Boston Massacre (1770)

The presence of British soldiers in Boston, sent to enforce British laws and maintain order,

created increasing friction with the local population. On March 5, 1770, a confrontation

between British soldiers and a crowd of colonists escalated into violence when the soldiers

fired into the crowd, killing five colonists. This event became known as the Boston

Massacre.

¢ Propaganda Campaign: The Sons of Liberty, particularly Samuel Adams and Paul

Revere, used the Boston Massacre as a powerful propaganda tool. Revere’s famous
engraving of the event depicted the British soldiers as brutal aggressors, firing on
peaceful, unarmed colonists. The Sons of Liberty organized annual
commemorations of the event to keep anti-British sentiment alive.
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¢ John Adams Defends the Soldiers: Interestingly, John Adams, a future president
and cousin of Samuel Adams, defended the British soldiers in court, believing that
justice demanded a fair trial. Nevertheless, the Sons of Liberty used the incident to
galvanize public opinion against British rule.

4. The Boston Tea Party (1773)

The Boston Tea Party is one of the most famous actions of the Sons of Liberty. It was a
response to the Tea Act of 1773, which gave the British East India Company a monopoly on
tea sales in the colonies and imposed a tax on tea.

e The Act of Defiance: On the night of December 16, 1773, a group of Sons of Liberty,
disguised as Mohawk Indians, boarded three British ships in Boston Harbor and
dumped 342 chests of tea—worth approximately £10,000—into the harbor. This act
of defiance was a dramatic protest against British taxation and the perceived
injustice of the Tea Act.

o Impact: The Boston Tea Party enraged the British government, which responded by
passing the Coercive Acts(also known as the Intolerable Acts), intended to punish
Boston and Massachusetts by closing the port of Boston and imposing martial law.
This, in turn, fueled colonial unity and resistance, leading to the convening of
the First Continental Congress in 1774.

5. The First Continental Congress (1774)

Although the Sons of Liberty were not directly involved in the formal organization of

the First Continental Congress, many of its members, such as Samuel Adams, were

influential in rallying support for it. The First Continental Congress was convened in

response to the Intolerable Acts and was a crucial step toward coordinated colonial

resistance.

¢ Continued Protests: The Sons of Liberty continued to organize protests and

circulate pamphlets calling for resistance to British authority. Their actions played a
significant role in building momentum for the eventual outbreak of war.

6. Role in Sparking the Revolutionary War (1775)
The Sons of Liberty played a critical role in the events leading up to the American
Revolutionary War. Their actions, particularly in Boston, directly contributed to the
tensions that led to the first shots being fired at Lexington and Concordon April 19, 1775.
e Paul Revere’s Ride: On the night of April 18, 1775, Paul Revere, a member of the
Sons of Liberty, made his famous midnight ride to warn the colonial militias
in Lexington and Concord that British troops were on their way to arrest John
Hancock and Samuel Adams and to seize colonial weapons.
o Battle of Lexington and Concord: The warnings provided by Revere and other riders
allowed the colonial militias, known as the Minutemen, to prepare for the arrival of
British forces. The skirmishes at Lexington and Concord marked the official start of
the American Revolution.

Significance of the Sons of Liberty
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The Sons of Liberty were instrumental in galvanizing colonial resistance to British rule and
promoting the ideals of liberty and self-government that became central to the American
Revolution. Their tactics—ranging from public protests and boycotts to violent
confrontations and acts of defiance—helped unify the colonies and push the British
government to take harsher measures, which only further inflamed revolutionary
sentiment.

o Propaganda and Public Sentiment: The Sons of Liberty were adept at using
propaganda to shape public opinion. Their portrayal of events like the Boston
Massacre and the Boston Tea Party helped create a sense of shared grievance
among the colonies.

¢ Unity Across the Colonies: The Sons of Liberty were not confined to one city or
region. Similar groups emerged in other colonies, helping to create a network of
resistance that united Americans in their struggle against British rule.

¢ Legacy: The Sons of Liberty's influence continued throughout the Revolutionary
War, and their legacy of fighting for liberty and resisting tyranny became a powerful
symbol in American political culture.

In summary, the Sons of Liberty were a key force in the American colonies' move toward
independence. Their bold and often controversial actions, including the Boston Tea

Party and their propaganda campaigns, helped rally colonial opposition to British rule and
set the stage for the American Revolution.
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Letter from The Sons of Liberty to John Adams

Boston February 5th 1766

Sir

You doubtless of every American must be Sensible, that where this is a Union happily
established we Should Endeavour to Support it by all possible Means

Especially when the Grand Objection View is the Preservation of our Invaluable Rights of
Privileges. The Colonies (we Mean) New York & Connecticut

have entered into Certain Reciprocal and Mutual Agreements

Concessions and Associations, a Copy of which we received

(by an Express) the Last Sunday with their Desire to

Accomplish the Like Association with us; and which deserves

our most Serious Attention as thereby it will be the Means

of Strengthening [Strengthening] this Late Union & in our humble Opinion

of preventing the Execution of an Act of Parliament, commonly

known by the Name of the Stamp Act, but to avoid enlarging

permit us to Single out a few Words, by which you will know their Intentions.

The Worthy Sons of Liberty in New York & Connecticut taking into their most Serious
Consideration the Melancholy & unsettled State of Great Britain & her Colonies North
American Colonies, proceeding as they are fully persuaded

from a Design in her most Inveterate Enemies to alienate the Affections of his Majesties
most Loyal and Faithfull Subjects In America from his Person and

Government, which they are Determined to maintain and support: & for the
Preservation of which they have Signified their Resolution

and Determination to March with all Dispatch, at their

own Costs & Expence, on the First proper Notice with their Whole Force (If required) to the
Relief if those who shall or may be in Danger from the Stamp Act or its Abettors and
to keep a Watchful Eye over all those who from the Nature

of their Offices, Vocations, or Dispositions may be the most

Likely to Introduce the use of Stamped Paper, to the

total Subversion of the British Constitution and American Liberty.

We address ourselves to you; as a Gentleman well vers'd

in the Constitution of your Country and Consequently

will do your Utmost, to Oppose all Measures

Detrimental to the Welfare of it, and we should

be Glad if you would inform Us as Soon as possible

of your Sentiments on the Above & the Dispositions

of the People in Your Town.

Please to Direct to us under Cover to Mess. Edes

& Gill, Printers in Boston. We are

Your most Humble Servants

The Sons of Liberty
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August 1765: Direct Actions Against Stamp Act
August 14, 1765: Effigy of Andrew Oliver Hanged in Boston — The Boston Sons of
Liberty, led by Samuel Adams, stage a public protest by hanging an effigy of Andrew
Oliver, the local official responsible for enforcing the Stamp Act, on the Liberty Tree.
This act was symbolic of the colonists’ rejection of the tax.
August 26, 1765: Attack on Lt. Governor Thomas Hutchinson’s House - A mob
attacks and ransacks the house of Thomas Hutchinson, the lieutenant governor of
Massachusetts, in response to his support for the Stamp Act. This violent outburst
underscores the growing anger and frustration among the colonists.

The Sons of Liberty were formed in response to the Stamp Act. Their motto, “No
taxation without representation,” became a rallying cry.

Founding Figures: Samuel Adams (Boston), John Hancock, Paul Revere, Patrick
Henry (Virginia), and John Lamb (New York) are often associated as leaders and
organizers. Although they were not a centralized group, local “chapters” of the Sons
of Liberty formed across the colonies.

Tactics: They used a range of methods, from pamphleteering to direct action and
intimidation, targeting tax collectors, loyalist merchants, and British officials. Their
actions were often publicized to show resistance and encourage unity among
colonists.

October 1765: Stamp Act Congress
October 7-25, 1765: Stamp Act Congress Held in New York City — Delegates from
nine colonies (Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and South Carolina) meet in New York to
coordinate a unified response to the Stamp Act.
Key Actions: The Congress issues the Declaration of Rights and Grievances,
which outlines colonial objections to the Stamp Act. The declaration asserts that
taxation without representation is unconstitutional, and only colonial assemblies
have the authority to impose taxes on the colonies.
This document is sent to King George Ill and the British Parliament, marking one of
the first formal cooperative actions between the colonies.
Significance: The Stamp Act Congress represents the first major effort by the
colonies to unite in opposition to British policies, laying the groundwork for further
collective action.

November 1765: Stamp Act Scheduled to Take Effect
November 1, 1765: The Stamp Act is scheduled to take effect, but many colonial
merchants and officials refuse to use the stamps. Protests and demonstrations
intensify as colonists resist the imposition of the tax.
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Non-importation Agreements: In response to the Stamp Act, colonial merchants
begin organizing non-importation agreements, agreeing to boycott British goods
until the tax is repealed. This economic resistance puts pressure on British
merchants, who will later lobby Parliament for repeal.

November-December 1765: Widespread Resistance
Widespread Protests: Throughout late 1765, there are continued protests against
the Stamp Act. Tax collectors are often intimidated into resigning or refuse to carry
out their duties. In some cities, mock funerals are held for “Liberty,” symbolizing the
colonists’ belief that their freedoms are being buried by British policies.
Virginia: Under the leadership of George Washington, Patrick Henry, and others,
Virginia maintains strong opposition to the Stamp Act, refusing to comply with the
tax.
New York and Charleston: Major cities like New York and Charleston see violent
protests, with mobs attacking those who support or enforce the tax. The Sons of
Liberty expand their influence, organizing further boycotts and demonstrations.

December 1765: Colonists Refuse to Use Stamps
By December 1765, despite the official enactment of the Stamp Act, widespread
colonial resistance means that in many places the law is unenforceable. Customs
officials in some ports stop enforcing the Stamp Act due to fear of mob violence.
Colonists continue to conduct business without using the required stamped
papers, essentially nullifying the law through mass noncompliance.



